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Paul SpengemannAD: Can you tell me a bit about your current work with the online magazine 
East of Borneo and how your experience on REALLIFE influenced it?  
At East of Borneo you can also follow your interests in making books, right?

SM: I’m a contributing editor and writer for East of Borneo. I’ve also done two 
print publications with East of Borneo Books. I edited and introduced Piec-
ing Together Los Angeles: An Esther McCoy Reader. Although McCoy, a great 
literary writer and important social critic, has been widely recognized as the 
person who put West Coast modern architecture on the map, there had pre-
viously never been an anthology of her writing. I also wrote the essay for As 
Is: Noah Purifoy, Joshua Tree; a collaboration with photographer Dominque 
Vorillon, it’s a portrait of sculptor and social activist Noah Purifoy and the out-
door museum he created in the high desert 125 miles east of Los Angeles. 

 My work has always been fueled by curiosity, observation, reading, and 
research. My interview with painter Robert Moskowitz, featured in the first 
issue of REALLIFE Magazine, was my first published interview. Since then, 
I’ve published a great deal and done hundreds of interviews for magazines, 
biographies, and oral history programs and my subjects have ranged from 
Joan Jonas to Johnny Depp. 

While doing research, I find that primary source materials—contemporary 
articles and interviews, correspondence, archived media—provide vital in-
sights and context.  A library card has always been an essential part of my life. 
During the ‘80s, access to primary source materials was limited so I spent a 
lot of time consulting The Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature, a long-es-
tablished index to published articles, and requesting copies of out-of-print 
publications. I would also book research sessions at museums and institu-
tional reading rooms or watch old videotapes at television archives. Now, in 
the digital age working with East of Borneo’s online presence, the live foot-
notes are linked to primary sources: a reader can see a scanned image of an 
old handwritten letter or vintage photograph, listen to an audio of an inter-
view, or watch a movie. At East of Borneo, a reader can share in the research 
experience, encounter the same 1922 newspaper article that I used to have 
to hunt down all alone in the library stacks.








