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Despite having the name at a Greek
shepherd, virtuality is in essence the stuff
af alchemy. Tn unilization of the world
wide web, the user takes part in the ac-
co_mplishment at the magical operatian
par excellence: the cransmurarion of life.
An ideally-shaped machine, tabulated and
ablong {a shape well suited to suggest the
secrer of an irinerary) effortlessly puszles
tagether, our of a soream of zeros and
anes, shiny and complex simulations of
life. OOn che one side, raw, binary digics
froom same backhone under the sea (o a
cloud zervice), on the arher side ane of
almeosr endless possible, ever changing
surfaces of the world wide wely. Berwean
these rwo extremes, nothing; nathing but
a transic, hardly warched over by a half-
god, half-robor, the interner.

Sa, mare than a physical perception
of cruch, virtualicy is che very idea of its
infinire reansformation; as rhe arigin of
iw name indicawes, i is ubiquity made po-
tent. And it is chis, in fact, which malces
a mirsculous phenomenan: a miracle is
alwuys a sudden translormation of nature,
a metamorphosis of life, Vietualior re-
mains impregnared rhroughour with rthis
wonder: it is less a presence ol caisienee
than the trace of 4 movement.

And as the mevement of informarian
here is almest infinite, wansfonning die
binary digits into a muldrude of more and
more startling applicariens, vircuality is,
all teld, a specacle 1o be deciphered: the
very sprotucle of i surfaces, At the sight

of each rerminal form (app, newwork,
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claud, ...}, the mind does not cease from
censidering che digital informatien as an
enigma. T'hiz is beeause the quick-change
artistry of vircualiry is absolute: digiral
informarion can become sound as well as
moving image, and it can even get encrypr-
ed. Hence 2 perpetual amazement, che rev-
etie of man ac che sight of the proliferating
forms of presence, and the connectien he
detecrs herween the singular of the binary
digit and the plural of the eflects. And his
amazement is a pleasurable one, since the
scope of the rransformarions gives man rhe
measure of his power, and sinee the very
frinerary of virtuality gives him the eupho-
ria of prestigous free-wheeling rhraugh life.

Bul the price wr be paid for this sucoess s

Polythene cups and
foud containers.
Tupperware Plastics
Company, USA
1940x-160s.

Plastic sunglasses.
195 0s.

that virtality, sublimated as inlormational
movenent, hardly exists as subsiance, Tis
realliy Is @ negative one: Nelther here nor
there, It must be content with a ,substan-
tial® auribuie which Is neuiral In splie L
utilivarian advantages: glulmlil}f, A slaLe
which Lur.r(‘l}f means an absenee ol Langi-
bility. In the hierachy of the major poetic
worlds, it Figures as a disgmccd rcalir}f, lest
berween the offusivencss of rubber and the
flat hardncss of metal; ir embodics nonc
of the genuine prmduce of the real world.
Ir is ,shaped‘ reality: whatever its surface,
virtuality keeps an ephemeral appearance,
something opaque, creamy and curdled,
something powerless ever to achieve the tri-
umphant smoothness of like. Bur what besc
revenls it for what s 1= is the touch [t resists;
its hollow and Har teeling is its undaing,
as are lts colours, tor it seems capaple of
cetaining anly che most chemical-locking
ones OF red, green and blue, ir keeps only
the aggressive qualiry, and usges them as
mere names, being able o display anly
conceprs of colour.

The fashien for virtualiry highlighrs
an evelution in cthe myrh of Jimiracien®
technigques. [t is well known thar their nge
is historically bourgnis in arigin (rhe Frer
photegraphic reproductions dare back o
the rise of capitalism). Bur until nat long
imitation rechnalogies have always indicar-
e precengion, they belonged ro the world
of appearances, nec a rhar of acroal use;
they aimed ar reproducing cheaply rhe rar-
est im pressions, all che Tuxorioos hrillianees
of 1ife on earth. Virooality has elimbed

down, it is a everyday realicy. [r is rhe fiesc

magical percepribility which consents 1o

he prasaic. Burir is precisely becanse rhis
prosaic chavacter is a rriumphant reasan
For its existence: for the firsr time, arcifice

aims ar smn-rrhing camman, not rare. And

P AT

as an immediate censequence, the age-old
idea of reality is modified: it is ne longer
the pure highlighes of life 1o be regained or
imitated: an arulical world, more bounti-
[ul than all the real deposiv, is about o
replace lile Disell, and Lo delermine the
very Invenuon ol being. A human lile is
311l of this carth, i still recalls. albeln in

a preclous mode, 1s origin, the spirited
theme of which it is bul one actualizaden.
Virwality is whelly swallowed up in the
[acl of bt‘iug used by he user: ulLim:{lcly,
virtual endilics will be invenled Jor the sole
pleasure of using them. The hierarchy of
realitivs is abolished: a single one replaces
them all: the whole werld can be virwwal-
fved, and even lile hisell since, we are wold,
they are beginning 1o program viriwal

hears.
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